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WITH CLASSIC BRICK ARCHES AND A COVETABLE WINE
COLLECTION, THIS TRIBECA HOME IS THE ULTIMATE
BACHELOR PAD

Cochineal Design helps a French financier create his forever home.
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riBeCa conjures up a very specific inage—cobblestone streets,
T industrial spaces, and extreme wealth. But when it started to turn

residential nearly 40 years ago it was still a no-man’s-land, with loft
spaces perfectly untouched and more exposed brick than you would know
what to do with. Sarah Sargeant and Risa Emen, the designers behind
interior design studio Cochineal, conjured the images of TriBeCa'’s past when
decorating a bachelor pad for a longtime resident. The financier in question,
though French, had lived in the neighborhood for 10 years already when he
bought a two-story residence in the 1915 building across the street from his
former rental. The goal was to make it a comfortable space suited at once for

solitary living as well as consistent bouts of entertaining and hosting.

“We think firstly about the client’s
lifestyle, what they need, and how
they can grow.”

“We always start with context-driven design,” says Sargeant. “We think firstly
about the client’s lifestyle, what they need, and how they can grow with the
apartment, and secondly, we consider the architecture and location of the
space. Here we wanted to highlight the arched windows and columns in
particular.” Framed by faded red brick, the classic arched windows on the
main floor draw attention immediately. Nothing was hung on or around

them, allowing them to unapologetically dominate the living space.

A marble island holds the stove and sink in the kitchen and is surrounded by sumptuous
barstools from Spain.
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“The client’s main concern was that we properly utilize the space,” shares
Sargeant. “The layout previously wasn’t optimized for entertaining. And in
addition to that, he loves to host his family for long periods of time, so the

space needed to support that.”

Sargeant and Emen reoriented the kitchen, turning it on its side and
installing a marble island that holds the stove and sink. Behind it is a
herringbone backsplash in white oak with sleek sumptuous bar stools from
Spain on the other end of the island. All the floors were stripped and the
walls were refinished to bring the apartment back to its muted roots. And
perhaps most importantly, a bronze bar with a mirrored back wall was added
where a mudroom area had previously stood. “The client is a wine collector,”
says Sargeant, “so we had to locate where we could put this Subzero wine

cellar without taking up the space we uncovered in the renovation.”



Aside from the logistical requirements, the client’s other request was for a
subdued home with just enough color to be warm and inviting. “Because of
the limited palette, thinking about where we could offer risk and personality

became very important,” says Sargeant.

The warm woods of the dining area helped here, along with lush textures by
way of pony-hair-upholstered Pierre Jeanneret chairs from Carpenters
Workshop Gallery in the living room and the brushed bronze of the bar. To

keep things contemporary, a mirror by London-based Alguacil & Perkoff was

hung above the living room mantel, while vintage ceramics from Freeforms

bring things back to earth on each side of the fireplace.

e

Where a mudroom once stood, Cochineal added a bronze bar, complete with wine
refrigerators and a mirrored back wall.
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To the left of the living room a dining area was arranged with a custom table
by Brooklyn-based furniture designers Fort Standard. “This client is an
engineer by training, and he really appreciates how things are put together,”
says Sargeant. “So there was no question this was the table, as Fort Standard
does beautiful joinery.” The table was such a success that a second version
was made for the home’s second-floor deck—a new adventure for Fort
Standard, who had never designed for the outdoors. Joining it on the deck is
marine-grade cabinetry, herringbone wood planters for privacy that mimic
the wood backsplash in the interior kitchen, and a grill outfitted with a

rotisserie (“the client is French after all,” laughs Sargeant).

Fort Standard created a second version of the client’s kitchen table for the roof deck.
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Back inside, the design duo went for vintage dining chairs from Italy
refinished and reupholstered in a Holland & Sherry wool. “The seats feel like
a Goldman Sachs suit,” quips Sargeant. Fitting, considering the client’s
profession. And a vintage hanging lamp above the dining table appeals again
to the client’s internal engineer with a pulley system that keeps the light

balanced.

“We aren’t maximalists and always

want to have a reference for where to
look.”

A main reference for the home was the Judd Foundation on SoHo’s Prince
Street in New York. “We aren’t maximalists and always want to have a
reference for where to look in a space,” says Sargeant. “The Judd Foundation
is a great example of how you can program a big room with multiple things
going on. You know where to look.” As Donald Judd was able to finesse
intimidatingly blank industrial spaces, so was Cochineal, creating a space at
once calm and ready to be activated.



SEE THE REST OF THIS HANDSOME DONALD JUDD—-INSPIRED
LOFT
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Living Room

In a TriBeCa apartment designed by Sarah Sargeant and Risa Emen of Cochineal, the pony-hair-upholstered Pierre Jeanneret chairs are
from Carpenters Workshop Gallery, the sofa is from Dmitriy & Co., and the cocktail table is vintage from Shop Amy Meier. A mirror by
London-based Alguacil & Perkoff hangs above the fireplace surround, fabricated Kent Steel Co., while vintage ceramics from Freeforms
throughout bring things back to earth.
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Living Room

Aside from creating ample room for entertaining, the client request was for a subdued home with just enough color to be warm and

inviting. “Because of the limited palette, thinking about where we could offer risk and personality became very important,” says

Sargeant. The rug is from Armadillo, the stools are by Charlotte Perriand, and the Jean Royere—inspired sconces are from Two

Enlighten.
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Kitchen

A marble island holds the stove and sink in the kitchen and is surrounded by sumptuous barstools from Spanish company Jover+ Valls.

All of the cabinetry was fabricated by RJ Millworkers and is painted in Benjamin Moore’s Soft Chamois.
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Kitchen

Cochineal created a white oak herringbone %
backsplash in contrast to the marble counters 2 %
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Bar

Where a mudroom once stood, Cochineal added
a bronze bar by Kent Steel, complete with wine
refrigerators and a mirrored back wall. The
vintage chair is from 1stDibs, the ottoman is
from Dagmar, and the rug is from Holland &

Sherry.
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Dining Room

On the main level, the designers didn’t want to detract from the rhythmic structural arches—a classic (and coveted) TriBeCa hallmark

—so they kept the furnishings muted and spare.
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Dining Room

In the dining room, the table is by Fort Standard,
and the vintage Giuseppe Gibelli dining chairs
from 1stDibs are reupholstered in a Holland &

Sherry wool. The pulley light is vintage Florian
Schultz, the vases are from Freeforms, and the
sideboard is vintage, in the style of George
Nakashima. The paintings are by James Higgins
from Shop Amy Meier.
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Guest Bedroom

In this serene sleeping space, the bed is from
Dmitriy & Co., the bedding is Frette, the throw is
from Holland & Sherry, and the throw pillows
are from Zak+Fox. The vintage leather chair is
from 1stDibs, the bedside table is by Lawson
Fenning, and the lamp is vintage Just Anderson

from Freeforms.

Joshua McHugh




9/12
Primary Bathroom

The bathroom features custom millwork by RJ
Millworkers, tile from Stone Source, and sconces
by Peter Bristol from D. Shop.
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Guest Bedroom

Here in a second bedroom, where the client
frequently hosts family, the custom oak closets
are by RJ Millworkers, the vintage sconces are

from PRB Collection, the bed is from Lulu &

Georgia, and the pillows and throws are from
Holland & Sherry.
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